EDUCATION DATA COMPARISONS

The scatter plot below demonstrates the link between Orange County 4™ grade reading achievement test
scores in Spring 2000 to the percent of students who receive free or reduced lunches at school. A very strong
correlation, r=-0.917 for reading, was found between achievement scores and participation in the free and
reduced school lunch programs. In the graph below, each point represents one school.
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Reading: Fourth Grade Average Score

This measurement isolates all fourth grade students and takes their average reading score, expressed as a
national percentile rank. This is not the same as the percent of questions answered correctly. Rather, it is a
comparison of each student's score to the scores of all fourth graders in the national sample. A student who
scores in the 65th percentile, for example, has scored higher than 64 percent of the other fourth graders in the
national sample. Reading is the subject that educators consider a clear indicator of academic competency in
fourth grade. It is the same subject tested at this grade level by the National Assessment of Educational

Progress. The data for the Spring 2000 Stanford 9 test comes from the California Department of Education.
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